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PREFACE. 
THE Author of the follnwing 


4 Sheets having a fincere Defire 
to do Juſtice to the Seriptures, 


and the Tenets of pure Chriſtianity, 


by ſhewing that neither Methodiſm, 


nor any other fallacious Scheme of 


Religion, can with any Colour of 
Reaſen be fathered on them; will 
think. himſelf very happy, and the 
Deſign of this Publication fully an- 
fwered, if it may contribute to this 


End, and ſerve to convince any honeſt 


Enquirers into Truth of their Mif- 
takes in this Matter. That there 
are many who have conceived unfa- 
vourable Notions of Chriſtianity, from 
no other Cauſe but that of viewing it 
through a falſe Medium, 7s not to 
be doubted. Such I would earneſtly 
intreat to reviſe their Bibles, and 
particularly what relates to Chri- 


Az ſtianity, 
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iv PREFACE. 


ſtianity, with rhe ſame candid. and 


unprejudiced Mind, that they would 


any other Book. _ SHORES 
It is no uncommon Thing to hear 
M. en, who are the profeſſed Oppugn- 
ers f the Chriſtian Religion, al- 
Re that the Methodiſts preach the 
true Doctrines of Chriſtianity: ; and 
their Reaſon for this Aſſertion is 
obvious. If they really believe. what 


hey ſay on this 47 it muſt be 


owing to their very ſmall Acquaintance 
with their Bibles ; but this they know 


/ perfetty well, that if they can make 


* 


it appear that Chriſtianity and Me- 
thodiſm are the ſame Thing, they 
would certainly carry their Point, 
and put a ſpeedy End to the Con- 


| troverſy. 


| Jt is a very ſuperficial Objeftion 
zo Divine Revelation, when rightly 


conſidered, that the Scriptures are 


made ſuch a Tool of as to be brought 
to prove very different, and even con- 


rrary Opinions. Tf indeed the Scrip- 


3 tures 


As 
* 
5 


tures did. 1 21 countenanite 1tra 
Opinions, 0 further Proof. need. be 
ſought for to invalidate their Divius 
Authority: It would then be ſelf- 
evident, that they could not be in- 
ſpired by the God of Truth: They 
muſt, on the other hand, be neceſ= 
ſarily thought the moſt abſurd and 
inconſiſtent Writings that ever were 
penned, But when we trace theſe 
Abuſes to their true Source, 8hat is, 
the Ignorance and Wickedneſs of 
Mankind, our Honder immediately 
ceaſes, and the Scriptures retain their 
full Weight and Authority. 

Though the Author is Particularly 
Ban, of removing thoſe Diſtempers 
of the Mind, which he quite deſpairs 
4 ehoroughty effefting, where they 
bave taken deep Root; yet be hopes that 
the violent Symptoms may be in ſome 
Meaſure mitigated, by the Ended- 

vours he has uſed to put a Stop to 
them, and to abate their Malignity. 
* be is accuſed of baving made uſe of 
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vv PR E F A CE. 
too ſharp 'Corrofroes; let it be 7. 
membered, that be has applied nv 
ether Remedies, than what he found 
ready prepared to his Hands, by the 
wiſeſt and ableſt Phyſician, both for 
Saul and Body, that ever adminiſtered . 
to either: And though it muſt be 
allowed, that he was not always ſucu 
ceſsful in the Cure of the former, 
get: be certainly deſerved to be fo, and 
never failed for Want of Skill, of 
proper. Applications; but merely thro 
the Obftinacy and Perverſeneſs of the 
Subject: he had to deal with; who 
refuſed to ſubmit to his Regimen, ur 
to make uſe of his ſalutary Preſcrip- 

tions. | 
The Author is ſtill in greater Hopes, 
that thoſe, who have not yet received 
the Infection, may be appriſed of the 
Danger, and guard themſelves againſt 
it ; and that what he has wrote ma 

prove an Antidote and Preſervative 
for that Purpoſe. All muſt be left 
in the Hands of Him, who over-rules 
the 
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' the Hearts of Men, and permits ub 
Evil in the World, eitber moral or 
natural, but nas he is able, and 
vill never VOY 4 convert FH l 

| G g | þ a ty 8 . 
"There's is one Thing more; hies the 
Author: is defirous of being” rightly | 

under ſtood in, before he concludes this 

Preface : And that is, that be has 

no Intention, in all that be has ſaid 

concerning the Methodiſts, to charge 


2 
the whole B ody of them with Hypo- a 


criſy. He is far from ſaying, or 
even thinking this, that they are all 
Hypocrites. This indeed Sons be 4 
raſh and uncharitable Conclufion, and 
muſt proceed from Want of a due Con- 
 frderation of the Weakneſs and In- 
firmities of the Human Mind, which 
is ſo liable to be ſeduced by Error, 
that no Man can ſay how far even 
Men may fall into it : But 
this he thinks he is warranted to ſay, 
and for this accordingly he blames 


them, 


wii PR E F A C E. 


_ them, That they ſymbolize t00\much 


with H. ypocrites ; that they tread too 
nearly in their Steps; that | they put 
en 5 Maſk, the Guiſe of Hypocriſy; 


— which Things Chriſtians are abſolutely 


forbidden — do," and therefore are 
* bame-worthy for . 


£6 
A” 


A SOVEREIGN 
REMEDY, &c. 


HE vaſt Difference betwixt fal/e 
and true Devotion, and the more 
| remarkable different Efe&s of 
them on the Minds and Tempers of Men, 
are ſo viſible and apparent, that it - may | 
afford juſt Cauſe of Admiration how it "1 
comes to paſs, that one is fo 
miſtaken for the other ; eſpecially if we 
conſider how clearly our Sl, Saviour bas 9 
diſtinguiſned them, and marked them out | | 3 

) 

| 

k 

) 


in ſuch ſtrong and lively Colours, that one 
would really think it next to impoſſible that 
I Chriſtians and Proteſiants ſhould fall into 
| Miſtakes about them : And yet it is certain, * 
that there is a ſtrange Kind of Propenſity, "oof 
in corrupted human Nature, to this Kind N 
of Self- Deception ; for I can call it by no 
B | other 
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other Name, ſince every one, in this Land 


of Light and Liberty, has the Means, in his 
own Hands, of better Information 

But there is a Faſcmation in Words and 
Sounds, which wonderfully captivates the 
Mind, and diſturbs its Faculties. Hence 
the moſt ſenſeleſs Harangues, if they be 
interlarded with a ſufficient Quantity of 
Scripture Phraſes, though ever ſo horribly 
perverted and miſapplied, ſhall paſs cur- 
rent for the moſt raviſhing Doctrines, 
and raiſe the fermented Mind to Ext 
and Tranſport. Holineſs, Godlineſs, Piety, 
and the like, are Words of ſacred Im- 
portance in themſelves ; but abuſed in their 
Application, or miſunderſtood as to their 
trac Meaning, they become productive of 
the greateſt. Miſchiefs. 

Under theſe Circumſtances, Men who 
have not the leaſt reaſonable Pretence to 
Holineſgy, Piety, or Godlineſs, ſhall uſurp 
the ſtronFeſt Claims to them all; be even 
idolized by their deluded Followers, as the 
only Perſons, in a degenerate Age, of ſtrict 
Piety and Godlineſs, and the fole Sup- 
porters of pure Chriſtianity; when in Fruth 
they are moſt notorious Offenders againſt 
the known Laws of Cöbriſtianity, and act 
in direct Oppoſition to its ſacred Dictates. 
It cannot be unjuſt to ſay this of Men who 
deal out Calumny and Detraction with a 


liberal 


WE 
liberal Hand, and aſperſe the Characters of 
Men of better Underſtanding, and more 
Honeſty than themſelves, becauſe they 
act within the Sphere of their Duty, in 
oppoling their corrupt Doctrines and per- 


nicious Practices. | dats 

Thus Men, whom they unjuſtly eſteem 
their own Enemies, for telling them the Truth, 
are repreſented by the Leaders of the 
Methodiſts, as the Enemies of God and Gad- 


lineſs ; and on this Score the heavieſt Judg- 
ments are denounced againſt. them. Nay, 


daringly preſumptuous in their bold Inter- 
pretations of mere providential Occurrences, 
they ſcruple not to affirm, that remarkable 
Judgments have already overtaken many 
ſuch Opponents. But let them not glory 


in theſe Ti 8 and lie againſt the Truth: 
0 


For this Wiſdom deſcendeth not from above, 
It is not that divine and heavenly Viſdam 
which the Spirit of God inſpises; but, in 
St. Paul's Language, it is earthly, ſenſual, 
deviliſh. It is the. Craft and Policy of Hell 
to blacken the Characters of Men 
cannot otherwiſe confute ; and when their 
Writings and Preachments have laid them 
open to deſerved Cenſures, to anſwer by 
denouncing Judgments from Heaven, and 
uttering the fouleſt De traction. 
That this Spirit of Rancour and Bitter- 
neſs poſſeſſes, in a high Degree, the Leaders 
Pay "Þ Ty 
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of the Methodiſtical Party, appears unde- 
niably in this, That the ſame bad Spirit is 
univerſally diffuſed amongſt their Fol- 
lowers, who have catched the unhallowed 
Flame of bitter Zeal, and ſpread it amongſt 
them far and wide. | 

Now, we are beſt led to Men's Principles 
by their Practicet. This indeed is the only 
certain and infallible Way of judging Men, 
and the only one likewiſe that we are war- 
ranted to make uſe of: For this is judging of 
the Tree by its Fruits; of the Root by the 
Branches that proceed from it. The Prin- 
ciples from which Men act; the ſecret In- 
tentions of their Hearts, and real Deſigns 
that they have in View, are Matters that 
do not fall under human Cognizance; they 
are, generally ſpeaking, too remote and 
concealed for any Eye, but that of an Al- 
mighty Being, to ſearch into : And there- 
fore Men may commit great Miſtakes in 
judging either too raſbiy, or too favourably, 
concerning theſe Things. The Maſe of 
Hypocriſy is a very cloſe Diſguiſe ; and we 
can no more judge of the Sincerity of the 
Perfon that wears it, than we can judge 
of the Beayty or Deformity of the natural 


Face, when concealed under a Vizard. 
But, ſpectemur agendo—— Men's Actions 


produce them to open Day-Light; and here 
we cannot be miftaken. And for Proof 
| of 
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of what I have aſſerted concerning the pre- 1 
vailing Spirit of Methodiſin; let Facts teſtify. 
When any of that Party are deſired by 
ſober and regular Members of the Churc 
of England, to give a juſtifiable Reaſon 
for leaving their Pariſh "Miniſters, their 
Anſwer is ready; They do not preach 
* Chrift, or the Goſpel; they preach up 
« the Merit of good Works.” Both of 
them notorious Falſehoods! Their Leaders 
know, as to the latter Accuſation, that no 
ſuch Doctrine is held or taught by any in 
the Church of England. But the Truth 
is, theſe are old Aſperſions, caſt on them b 12 
Antinomians and rigid Calvinifts, which have bs 
been often and ſolidly confuted. _ 

If theſe are not thought ſufficient Rea- 
ſons, they fall unmercifully upon the moral 
Character of their Miniſters, and aggravate 
every little Blemiſh, if ſuch they can find, 
into ſtupendous Faults, However, the 
Thing muſt be done; and I have heard 
Miniſters deſcribed, by ſome of theſe viru- 
lent People, in ſuch opprobrious Terms, that 
one would really take them for Monſters of - 
Impiety, when upon Enquiry they have 
| been found to deſerve a very good Cha- 
| racter. f In 

| The ſofteſt Language they generally 

beſtow upon the eſtabliſhed Clergy is, 
that there is a Deadneſs, a Coldneſs, a Lan- 
guor attends their Miniſtry, fo that they 


cannot 
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„ 
cannot profit by them. Now, if hey 


mean by this (as it is greatly to be fu 
pected they do) that the Miniſters of the 
Church do not bal, and rant, and rave in 

'their Sermons, like the Methodiſt Teachers, 


(and indeed more like Madmen than rea- 
ſonable Creatures) this is readily granted. 
But ſurely this ought rather to recommend 
them to ſober, ſenſible Perſons, that their 
Manner of preaching is ſo much better 
ſuited to the ſeber, rational Truths they 
deliver. If the Clergy of the Church, in- 
ſtead of ſuch Kind of Ravings and Diſtor- 
tions in the Pulpit, as muſt diſguſt eve 
judicious Hearer, make uſe of % Ward: 
and bard Arguments ; if they recommend 
ſerious and important Truths with be- 
coming and decent Gravity, and add like- 
wiſe a graceful Energy, where the Matter 
of their Diſcourſe requires it, (and this 
many of them do) how much preferable 
is this to all the Vehemence of Expreſſion, 
extravagant and unnatural Geſtures prac- 
tiſed by the moſt admired Preachers amongſt 
the Met badiſis ! I may add, how much more 
likely to anſwer all the worthy and valuable 
Ends of preaching, which are to enlighte 
the Underſtanding, and convince the Mind, 
as well as to excite the Affections! 

There is undoubtedly a great Difference 
in the natural Qualifications and Endow- 
ments of Men, with reſpe& to Miniſterial 

I a 


EW | if 

Gifts; I mean ſo far as concerns the Pulpit. 9 

A good Voice, and graceful Figure, are 
the mere Gifts of Nature, and of no ſmall 
Advantage to an Orator: And ſo far as Art 
may be extended to ſupply the Defects of 
Nature, or to improve natural Talents, 
it is to be wiſhed it was employed to this, 
at leaſt, agreeable Purpoſe. There may 
perhaps be ſomething wanting in the pre- 
ſent Education of Vouth, deſigned for the 
Miniſterial Employment, with regard to 
this Matter: But it is by no means ne- 
ceſſary that every Preacher of the ' Gofþel 
ſhould be an accompliſhed Orator; for 
then Miniſters muſt be choſe for Qualities 
of inferior Worth, to thoſe which are 
really required. However, let Men's na- 
tural Talents, or acquired Abilities, be what 
they will, every honeſt Man will abhor 
the Thought of avatting himſelf of, per- 
haps, the greateſt Weakneſs that we poor 
Mortals are ſubje& to; I mean that which 

; I have already mentioned; the being ſo 

4 liable to be captivated by Words, Sounds, 

F | Geſtures, and the like. | 

4 For what do theſe affecting Preachers 

ſo greatly move their Audiences with ? Is 
it not with mere rhapſodical Rant, deli» 

vered in a high exalted Tone, and fraught ” 
with a plentiful Effuſion of pious Non- © 

ſenſe ? This it may well be called ; for 
Words of ever ſo ſacred and pious Mean- 


ing, 


CERT 


8 


ing, by depriving them of - all Meaning, 


as theſe Preachers have the Art to do, be- 
come mere Cant and Fargon. 


Thus have I heard, nay, read biene | 
too, where the bleſſed Name of Jeſus has 


been ſounded over, in almoſt every Breath 


and Line, with a dear Chrift, a precious 


 Chrifl, a fweet Feſus, and ſuch-like Epi- 
thets emphatically and plentifully be- 
ſtowed. But at the ſame Time, through 
the whole Diſcourſe, not one good Thing 
ſaid of our Saviour; nothing that could 
recommend him to a rational Creature ; 
not the leaſt Hint of his amiable Example, 
his excellent Precepts, his brave and heroic 
Conduct in oppoſing human Frauds and 
Hypocriſy, and expoſing himſelf to Suf- 
ferings on that Account. Would not even 
a human Creature think himſelf groſsly 


abuſed, by having ſuch empty and im- 


proper Adulations paid to him? How 
much greater Affront muſt it be to this 
divine Perſon, who juſtly merited ſo many 
great and good Things to be ſaid of him, 
to have his Name in this Manner abuſed ; 
or made uſe of only as a Charm to excite 
the Paſſions, when every valuable Intention 

of preaching Chriſt is totally neglected 
It is ſometimes ſaid, by way of Apology 
for theſe Preachers, and by Perſons who 
at the ſame time allow that the Matter of 
their Diſcourſes is weak, and little to the 
| | Purpoſe ; 
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Parpoſe; yet that they are Men full of 


Vices. Now, tho' it is certainly a Chri- 


them, as I wiſh J could, conſiſtently with 


Evil. Nay, I am ſo very certain of this 


150 


pious Zeal, and do a great deal of Good, 
among the lower Claſs of People, by re- 
forming them from open and ſcandalous 


ſtian-like Part to make all charitable Al- 
lowances, where Circumſtances are fa- 
yourable, and I ſhould be ſorry not to be 
of the Number of thoſe who would ex- 
tend their Charity to the utmoſt Limits, 
in every Caſe that will admit of it; yet 
Here I muſt own myſelf at a Stand; I can- 
not entertain ſo favourable an Opinion of 


my Regard to Truth and real Religion. 
And I think I am ſupported in my Opi- 
nions concerning them by the higheſt Au- 
thority, as I ſhall endeavour more fully to 
make appear. BING 

I doubt not but that the Providence of 
God may and does produce Good out of 


Truth, that I fincerely believe the World 
could not long ſubſiſt without theſe mer- 
ciful Interpofitions. So great and compli- 
cated is the Wickedneſs of Mankind, that 
were the Paſſions and Vices of Men to 
have their full Effect, the World would 
be one entire Scene of Miſchief and Con- 
fuſion; but as to the Reformation pretend - 
ed, I am in very great Doubt. 

| 360 i- For 
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For ſuppoſing that ſome Men may be 
reclaimed from open and ſcandalous Vices; 
yet, if they have more malignant and in- 
veterate, more invincible and extenſively- 
miſchievous Vices infuſed into them, which 
there is great Reaſon to ſear is the Caſe, 
from that un- chriſtian-like Spirit I have 
before noted as the prevailing Spirit of 
the Party; what Room is there to boaſt of 
ſuch Converts? May it not rather be ſaid 
of them, as our Saviour ſaid of certain 
Converts amongſt the Jeus, that they 
were rendered hereby twofold more the 
Children of Hell than they were before ? 
It is not to be doubted but that the Con- 
verts our Lord mentions, ſubmitted them- 
ſelves to the ftrit Diſcipline of their 
Leaders, who were, in all ſuch Things as 
bore an outward Face of Religion, ex- 


_ ceedingly ſcrupulous, and therefore muſt 


refrain from open and ſcandalous Vices. 
But they had the Leaven of Malice and 
Wickeaneſs in their Hearts; on which Ac- 
count they were eſteemed by our Saviour 
(notwithſtanding all their high Profeſſions 
of Religion, their ſtrict Obſervations of 
the Sabbath, and all other outward Forms 
of Piety, which we are aſſured they were 


very zealous in) no better than a mere 


Generation of Kipers. | 
It may be obſerved, likewiſe, that theſe 
corrupt Leaders were Men of equal Zeal, 
5 at 


-plain 
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at leaſt, to any of the preſent Generation. 


They compaſſed Sea and Land to make Pro- 


felytes ; were indefatigable in their Endea- 
yours for this Purpoſe: But their Zeal in 


this Matter is by no Means commended ; 
though in the Eyes of the People it had 
all the Appearance of pious, godly Zeal; 
a Zeal for the Honour of God, and the Good 
of Souls; and the Men who profeſſed it 
were looked upon as Perſons of the greateſt 
Sanity in the World. | 

But granting, after all, that there may 


be honeſt and fincere Perſons amongſt 


them, who really think that they are em- 
ployed in doing Good, and carrying on a 
glorious Reformation z yet ought they, 
nevertheleſs, to be avoided as pernicious 
and miſchievous Men, Promoters of Error 
and Ignorance. Their Sincerity, and up- 


right Intentions in this Matter, will, no 


Doubt, plead their Pardon with him who 
is the great Searcher of Hearts; but can 
by no Means excuſe ws, who, with our 


Eyes you and the Light of God's Truth 


1gnorant Guides. | a ACh, 

It is ſomewhere an Obſervation of the 
excellent Biſhop Tillotſon's, in the ſame 
Caſe I am ſpeaking of, That great and 
mighty Miſchiefs have been done in the 
World by weak, ignorant, and at the fame 
Time, honeſt and well-meaning Perſons. 
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It is not therefore a ſufficient Reafon to 

take ſuch Perſons for our Examples and 

Guides, whom we may really efteem pious 
and good Men; becauſe in ſo doing we 
may run head-long'into the groſſeſt Er- 
rors; have our Heads filled with high, 
enthuſiaſtic Notions, and our Hearts in- 
flamed with miſtaken, intemperate Zeal. 
And however conſiſtent theſe Things may 
be with an honeſt and ſincere Mind, they 
certainly never can be ſo with ſound Judg- 
ment and Diſcretion, and therefore ſhould, 
with great Care and Circumſpection, be 
guarded againſt. . 

I am very ſenſible, that the Author I 
have mentioned is a very exceptionable 
one with the Chiefs of the Methodiſts, 
who have long fince teſtified the ſtrongeſt 
Diſlike of him, by condemning him as 


an Thjfidel, and his Works to the Flames. 


And this their keen Reſentment againſt 


him may be eafily accounted for. It can 


ariſe from no other Ground but this: His 
admirable Sermons, which are in many 
People's Hands, and highly eſteemed by 
ſober ſenſible Chriſtians of all Denomina- 
tions, (a ſure Proof that they are good, and 
commerd themſelves to the Conſciences of 
Men) are an excellent Preſervative againſt 
ſuch Kind of religious Delufions, as they 


induſtriouſly ee cm It muſt be ac- 


knowledged therefore, that they act a 
| | conſiſtent 


'f © x R / 7 
A 
conſiſtent Part in decrying them, and WN 
Prejudices againſt them in the Minds of 
their Followers, that they may be pre- 
vented from having Recourſe to ſuch ſound 
and ſalutary Inſtructions as are therein 
contained; Inſtructions derived from the 
pure Word of Truth, and founded on the 
firm Baſis of Reaſon and good Senſe; and 
which therefore will remain in deſerved 
Eſtimation (notwithſtanding all their feeble 
and ſpiteful Attacks) even when their 
Names are ſunk into Oblivion, or their baſe 
Artifices remembered with Deteſtation. _ 
I cannot expect, after theſe free Remon- 
ſtrances, to paſs uncenſured by them; nor 
fail to be reckoned amongſt the Number 
of their moſt embittered Enemies: And it 
is true that I am ſo to their Faults, which 1 
look upon to be fo monſtrous and glaring, 
as to deferve (with thoſe vain Talkers and 
Decervers St. Paul mentions} the Lene 
| bukes. But it is my principal Deſign, 
| | n this preſent Writing, to diſcover to 
3 them a greater, and more embittered 
ae on the ſame Account, than any | 
mortal Man ever was, or can be; one _ 
whoſe Abhorrence of all bafe and hypo- | 1 
critical Practices ariſes in Proportion to | 
his own perfect Innocence, and Freedom | ] 
from all Manner of Guile ; one of fo great 4 
Digaity, that they dare not openly wy | | Y 
MD gi tack, 1 
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tack, though they may and do, many 
Ways, - covertly abuſee. 2375518 

This moſt excellent and divine Perſon, 
the very Pattern and Abſtract of all Virtue, 
and ſuperlatively eminent for his Charity, 
Humility, and Meekneſs, was yet moved 
with the greateſt Indignation at a Party 
of Men, who were actuated by the ſame 
bad Spirit, and guilty of the very ſame 
Vices, notoriouſly practiſed by modern 
Seducers and Corrupters of Religion. This 
I ſhall endeavour preſently to make ap- 
pear beyond Contradiction; for, though 
they may differ in ſome Circumſtances, yet, 
if in their general Character they exactly 
agree, and particularly in thoſe Things 
which our Saviour condemns, and teſtifies 
his Diſlike and Abhorrence of, it will ſuf- 
ficiently juſtify their being ranked under 


the ſame Species of” bypocritical Decetvers. 


Now the principal Difference between 
them ariſes,” as I apprehend, from no ma- 


terial 


* They abuſe his Name, by a bold and familiar Uſe 
of it, without expreſſing one rational Sentiment of his 
true Worth and Digzity, They abuſe his Vora, ” falſe 
Gloſſes and Comments, and by dealing out his Promiſes 
and Threatening: in a capricious, partial, and unwarrantable 
Manner. They abuſe his Do&#rines, by venting, I ſhould 
rather have ſaid vending, their own counterfeit Wares, and 
chimerical Inventions, for the pure and genuine Doctrines 
of Jeſus Chriſt. They abuſe his Servants and Friends, by 
repreſenting all ſuch faithful and Chriſtians in a 
State of Damnation, who dare any Ways oppoſe their wild 


Schemes and pernicious Practices. 


and oppreſſive a Manner. 


"ts 1 

terial Difference in their Temper, Cha- 
cer, or Conduct; but only from their 
- different Circumſtances and Conditions in 
Life. The Scribes, Phariſees, chief Prieſts, 
and Rulers of the Synagogue, (whom our 
Saviour deſervedly treated as Hypocrites and 
Inpoſtorc, for their groſs Impoſitions on 
the People, and Kain tue blindfold 
into Error and Bigetryf had already at- 
tained to the very Top and Summit of 
Spiritual Power and Proticitilyence, which 
they exerciſed with an high Hand. The 
modern Corrupters of Religion proceed 
in the very ſame Steps, and give ſhrewd 
'Tndications that their Aims and Intentions 
are the ſame, and that they would exerciſe 
any undue Authority they ſhould” acquire 
over the Conſciences of Men, in as Eu 


Do they not already do this; as far as 
their Power and Influence extend ? Do 
they not, with the moſt confident and 
-dogmatical Aſſurance, preach up mplicic 
Faith, and pull down human Reaſon ? Be- 
lieve they muſt, or be damned, (is the Lan- 
Feel from the Pulpit) in whatever their 

eachers pleaſe to diate to them as the 
mord of God, and Goſpel of fc gn Chriſt, 
whether Reaſon will ſupport them in this 
Belief or not. And is not this the higheſt 
Oppreſſion on Conſcience? Is not this 
binding very heavy Burthens on Men's Shoul- 

ders ? 


* * 


* 
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ders? Reaſon is indeed ſo far out of the 


_ Queſtion, that it is conſtantly repreſented 
by them, as a dangerous and irreconcileable 


Enemy to Religion and Grace. And it 


certainly is fo to a gracele/s Religion; that 


is, a Religion void of Morality, and real 


Virtue; and ſuch a Religion they endeavour 


to propagate. PT e ods 
p They deny this indeed, but with Juſt As 


, good a Grace as Roman Catholicks deny 
their 


worſhipping of Saints. and Images, 
when the plain Fact is againſt them; not- 
withſtanding their famous prevaricating 
Diſtinction betwixt Doulia and Latria. If 
the Methodiſts did not deſign to bring 
Morality into Diſgrace, why do they ſo 


induſtriouſſy depreciate it, and run it down, 
as one may ſay, all to nothing? and why 


o they teach, with moſt conſummate 
Aſſurance, that Men may be morally good 
in every Inſtance of Chritian,, or moral 
Virtue, (for they are preciſely the ſame) 
and yet fail of Salvation? Can ſuch Doc- 
trine have any other Tendency than to 
diſcourage all Virtue, and to unhinge the 
moſt upright and ſtedfaſt Mind, that can 
believe ſo abſurd and wicked a Doctrine? 
And undoubtedly this is the true End and 
[Deſign of teaching it, viz. that they may 
unhinge and unſettle People's Minds, and 
draw them after themſelves, as the only 
Perſons who have the grand Secret in their 
| | Hands 
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Hands of teaching the Way of Salvation. 
And it is plain, that their Followers have 
this over-weening Conceit of them 
hut let us ſee in what Manner, or with 
what Kind of Arguments, they endeavour 
to ſupport the aforeſaid Doctrine. Why, 
truly. thus: Men may have all Virtue, and 
yet have no true Faith, To which I an- 
ſwer, It is ſtill more certain, that Men 
may have all Faith, and no Virtue at all- 
And I can tell them from very good Au- 
thority, that they may be mi bunder 
Believers than they are, and yet be damned ; 
for even the Devils believe and tremble. 
But this is not all that they alledge in 
behalf of this Doctrine: They fay that 


Men may be. morally good, and yet not 
| have patied through the New Birth; and 


therefore be ſtill in a /, unconverted State. 
In Anſwer to this, I would aſk them, if 
they have any Ideas at all concerning the 
New Birth, that will bear Examination, 
Whether the New Birth is not wrought in 
Men by:the Spirit off God? and liter 
they do not apprehend, that this drvme 
Spirit, in his Operations on the Mind at 


the New Birth, does not produce in Men 


the ſame Fruits and Effects, as we are 
told in Scripture are the real Fruits of the 
Spirit f God ; ſuch as Love, Joy, Peace, 
Long-ſuffermg, ira Goodneſs, Faith, 
Meekneſs, Temperance ? Theſe are all of 

D them 


f a8 
them undoubtedly moral Virtues ! Even 
Faith itſelf, whether we underſtand;. by 
it the Virtue of Fidelity, which it often- 
times ſignifies in Scripture, or an Ad 9 
Believing, if it be a. rational Belief, and 
ſuch as is warranted by Scripture, is like- 
iſe a moral Virtue. _ | 


If this be a juſt, though ſhort Account 
of the Scripture Doctrine of the New 
Birth, what Warrant have they to affirm 
of Men, who profeſs to believe in .Feſus 
Chriſt, and live ſoberly, righteouſly,' and 
godly in the World, that they are not re- 
generated and born again ? or to pretend 
to ſay of Men, that they have no true 
Faith, who give a much clearer and ſtronger 
Evidence of their right Beligf, in the Way 
that the Scripture requires, that is, by their 
good Works, than __ warmeſt Pr ons 
of Zeal, or the moſt ſplendid Shew of 
%%%%ꝙ 
G, ſay they, they have not undergone 
the Pangs of the Neu Birth; the w_ 
never fu Fored Terrors , Conſcience, —.— 
bations of Mind, Bufferings of Satan: Nor 
have they experienced the raviſbing Con- 


folations of the Love f God, through the 
Preaching of the Divine Word; nor felt the 
Motions and Workings of the Spirit in their 
Hearts, filling them with beavenly Tranſports, 
and lifting them, as it were, out of tbem- 
ſelves. Theſe things they are Strangers to, 


and 


| mandments of Men. 


[ a» 
and NTP have never. been wah con- 
verted. 

Now what toes all this indigeſted Heap 
of mere Rhapſody amount to? To plainly 
_ and no more; That no Man can be 

ahi Chriſtian,. or in a State of' Salvation, 

does not enter into Chriſtianity by the 

Met bodiſin, i. e. who does not 

low them, and deſpiſe the reſt of the 

World. With this Kind of Farrago it is 

that they delude their Audiences, and may 

truly be ſaid to /r them out of themſelves; 

ſo that they are as really Quixote in Reli- 

gion, as the famous Knight was in Chrvalry. * 

But it is time to return to their Commuter 
Parts, I have before mentioned. 

In this Manner acted the Scribes ana 
Phariſtes: Our Saviour ſays of them, that 
the Blind led the Blind. They extinguiſhed 
the Light of Reaſon and natural Conſcience, 
as far as they were able, and taught the 
People to pin their Faith on their Opi- 
nions, and direct their Conſciences, in 
Matters of Right and Wrong, by their Stan- 
dards: And how great Corruptors of true 
Religion, and moral Goodneſs, they were, ap- 
pears in too many Inſtances to need Re- 
petition: They rendered the Commandments 


of God of none Effect, 3 their Tradi- 


tions; they taught for D 
D 2 It 


rines the Com- 
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It is ſaid: that Perſons cannot diſcover 
their own Likeneſs, in Pictures that are ever 
ſo exactly and well drawn for them. Whe- 
ther this proceeds from a partial Conceit, 
inherent in Nature, that they are poſſeſſed of 
ſome peculiar Beauty, or Elegance, which 
no Pencil can hit, and no Eye can perceive 
but their own, is not material to know, 
being a Matter in itſelf of ſmall Conſe- 
quence : But when the Features of the 
Mind are moſt exactly pourtrayed,' and 

Men's Faults and Vices expoſed in their 
true Colours; not, to open their Eyes to 
ſuch Objects of  Reproof, as are thus 
plainly delineated before them, muſt be 
owing to a flupid Inſenſibility, or ſpiritual 
Blindneſs, of the groſſeſt and moſt dangerous 
Kind. Our bleſſed Saviour has done this 
in ſuch ſtrong and lively Colours, in the 


Actions, Deportment, Spirit and Temper 


of the Scribes and Phariſees, that his De- 
{criptions of them may be ſaid to be truly 
piftureſque, perfect Originals; and every 
Copy from them may be diſcovered at firſt 
Sight. | OW 
"Bot leſt we ſhould ſtill be miſtaken in 
our Application, let us enquire particularly 
into this Vice of Hypocriſy, according to 
the Lights which our Saviour has given 
us: For as he bore a ſingular Deteſtation 
to it, we may be certain there is ſome- 
thing very odious and criminal in the 
| | Nature 
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Nature of it. His Hatred of it plainly 


roceeded from his great” Benevolence of 
Mind, and inſuperable Love to Mankind. 


This wrought fo ſtrongly in him, that he 


could not bear to ſee them abuſed, miſled, 
and impoſed upon, in the Manner they 
were, by mere Pretenders to Godlineſs and 


Sanfity, without expreſſing the higheſt 


Indignation againſt them. 
We learn then that Hypocriſy is a com- 


plicated Iniquity, of a malignant Nature, 


and very miſchievous Tendency : It con- 
ſiſts in theſe two Things; an oftentatious 
Shew of Religion, and a wilful and baſe 
AT the Truths of it. 

| Theſe are both of them laid to the Charge 
of thoſe Hypocrites our Saviour inveighs 
againſt, Matt. xv. 7, 8, 9. Ye Hypoerites, 


_ well did Eſaias propheſy of you,. ſaying, This 


People draweth mgh unto me with their 
Mouth, and honoureth me with their Lips ; 
but their Heart 1s far from me: But m 
varn do they worſhip me, teaching for Doc- 
trines the Commandments of Men. They 
drew nigh to God with their Mouths, pre- 
tending to very familiar Intercourſe with the 
Divine Being, and moſt intimate Commu- 
nications from him. They honoured him 
likewiſe with their Lips; but their Hearts 


were far from him ; ſet upon Covetouſneſs,, 


vain Applauſe, and Spiritual Domination. 


Their. - 


F — 
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Their whole Worſhip therefore was eſteem - 


ed vain, and unacceptable to God, "becauſe - 


they taught for Doctrines the Commandments 
of Men; Doctrines, which God never com- 
manded, but mere Inventions of their own, 


or Traditions of their Fore-fathers, equally. 


corrupt and wicked. 

Theſe two Things then complete the 
Character of the Hypocrite, viz. an often- 
tatious Shew of Religion, and baſely and wil- 

corrupting the Truths of it. I ſhall 
conſider each of them ſeparately. 


PART the FIRST. 
Of Hypocriſy. = 


FT E cannot read over the Goſpels, 

which contain the Hiſtory of our 
Saviour's Life and Doctrines, with any 
Share of Attention, but we muſt be fully 
convinced of this, that he abſolutely con- 


demns all Kinds of O/tentation in Matters 


of Religion. Our blefſed Saviour was fo 
folicitous to preſerve his Diſciples from all 
Appearance of Hypocriſy, that he forbids 


 amples who practiſed it: Neither to af, 
nor pray, nor give Alms, nor perform any 
other religious Duty in their Manner, i. e. 
with Oſtentation, or for the Sake of Ap- 
plauſe. 4 
0 


them in any Reſpect to imitate their Ex- 


ai 


a 
So that it is not enough for a true Pro- 


feflor of Chriftianity to be no Hmpocrite: 


He muſt not even put on the Maſh, the 


. Semblance of Hypocriſy ; affect their Man- 


ners, or follow . Cuſtoms: And that 
might be at no Loſs to know what 


our Saviour meant, when he commanded 


them not to do as the ocrites did, he 


particularly oro and expoſed them 


to View in all their /þ — 
In their Pride — Jercill ious Behaviour. 
In the Singularity of their Dreſs, intended 

to denote their extraordinary Sanity. 
In the pretended Aufterity of their Lives, 


| by frequent Fo/ting, and Acts of Mortifi- 


anton. 2 
In their very ſtrict Obſervation of the 
Sabbath; and all other ga Rites. 

In their long Prayers ke frequent De- 
votions,. performed in public and open 
Places, that they might acquire the Re 
putation of devout and godly Men. 

In their great Zeal in all theſe Matters, 
and their ſpiteful Cenſorwuſneſs of others, 


who did not conform themſelves to their 
Examples. 


Now let us caſt our - Eye back on the 


ſeveral diſtinguiſhing Characteriſticks our 


Saviour has given of theſe eminent Rab- 
bies, or Jewiſh Teachers : For it ſeems not 
at all improbable, that a Teacher of ex- 


actly the ſame Model might ſuit theſe. 


modern 


: _ 
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modern Times exceedingly well, and per- 


Founder y, or Tabernacle, as any of his Pre- 
deceſſors ever did in Judea. l 
The Character our Saviour gives of 
their Pride, Ambition, Haughtineſs, and 
ſuperciltious Behaviour, concerning which he 
| is very particular, muſt be allowed to be 
4 diſagreeable. They are indeed ſuch odious 
= Qualities, that they cannot appear other- 
1 | wile in the Eyes of any Man: But then 
1 we are to conſider that cur Saviour, who 
1 knew the Hearts of Men, ſpeaks of them, 
ut not as they appeared to others, but ac- 
f | cording to his on penetrating Diſcern- 
i | ment. Theſe Vices, which were very 
| | odious to him, had perhaps à contrary 
FF Appearance to Men, who were prepoſſeſſed 
SEE | in their Favour, and might even appear 
n to them as ſo many Graces or Virtues, This, 
7 you will ſay, is very ſtrange! however, not 
ki! ſo ſtrange as to be without Example. 
411 For Inſtance: How eaſily do Men con- 
ceal their Pride, and ambitious Views, under 
77 a ſpecious Pretext of preſerving the Dig- 
. | nity of their Order? The fame. plauſible. 
I N Pretence will likewiſe bear them out in 
; a great deal of ſupercilious and haughty 


Behaviour; eſpecially if it be accompanied, 


as it generally is, with an affected ſolemn 


Gravity, or what may not improperly be 
called Face- Religion. If Men have the 


1 true 


haps gain as high a Reputation at the 


( 2 ] 
> Art ot doing this, that is (as an in- 
— — aches: * expreſſes it) of | throwing 


CNANCES, and I may add likewiſe, into 
heir Talk and Diſcourſe, they may be as 
ed as. they pleaſe, and ſtill paſs for emi- 
Saints. Then every Lineament and 
— will be ſo ſtrongly expreſſive of the 
oly and devout Man, that Quantum Pie 
att Imago! may be wrete under. 

But it will be ſaid, Can the Methodif 
Preachers be charged with Pride, Haugh- 
ineſs, Ambition, or any Vices of the like 
dort, when it is notorious that their Diſ- 


df Humility and Self-.Debaſement ? I hey ate 


lrragancy, that they will not allow that 
here is any. thing good, either in them- 
lyes,, or any of the human Race. They 
e at a loſs even for Words to expreſs 
Fi profound Humility, their great Un- 
4, their heinous Guilt and Wicked- 
5 Io therefore it is doin great In- 
ſlice to charge ſuch Men with Pride : 
It is true they de theſe Things. _= to 
xtremes ; and all Extremes are ſure to be 
frong. The debaſing Human Nature in 
de Manner they do, and repreſentin 
Lure, as the As of the Devil, 


whom 


vid. Spect. Vol. vii No, La 
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great deal of Religion into their Coun- 


ourſes are full of. the deepeſt Expreſſions 
o far from being lifted: up with Pride and | 


* 


4 
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whom the Scriptures repreſent as the OF. 

ng of God, is committing a very grievous 
Abule, and muſt have a very bad Ten- 
dency, as it furniſhes Men with a ready 
Excuſe for the vileſt Actions, and *dif- 
courages all virtuous Improvements. Be- 
ſides, let it be noted (for it is à certain 
Truth) that true Humility does not conſiſt 
in Lowlineſs of Expreſſion, but in Lowlineſi 
of Mind. It is lodged in the Heart, and 
not in the Tongue: And therefore, while 
that abounds with the moſt copious Ex- 
preſſions of Self-abaſement, the ' greateſt 
-Pride- may be lurking under, and diſcover 
itfelf many Ways; even in theſe ven 


*owly Expreſſions, when: they exceed all 


1 of Reaſon and Truth. 
Having thus endeavoured to recoiite 
_ e'Methodiſts to their true Prototypes the 
Seribes and Phariſees, in ſuch Things as 
may appear the leaſt agreeable Part of their 
Character, 1 hall not need to take much 
Pains to conꝰey a good Opinion of them 


in other Reſpects; for it is pretty evident 


that they already entirely fall in with them, 
"MP 1 8 15 in ſome F ung quite ont-do 
on 05,51 them. 


16 * 1 


. Where i is the WY * Kung = ſach Rfprefins 
as theſe, delivered from the Pulpit the great Dr. 
Wh d? T cannot charge my 77 ſays he, (in a 
Strain of Humility equally falſe and ſtupid) with being 
guilty of the meſt notorious Crimes of any other Man; and 


= lock upon my Jelf as the greateſt Sinner in the whole 
Ferld. 
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them. - Witneſs their Preciſeneſs, and great 
Scrupulo/ity, with regard to innocent. and 
indifferent Things; ſuch as healthful and 
laudable Recreations,- which may, tend to 
the Benefit both of Body and Mind. We 
do not read that even the Phariſees carried 


their Points fo high as this. 


The Singularity of their Dreſs and Garb, 


as they were intended to denote Sanctity 


and Auſterity of Life, cannot be found 


fault with. Their frequent Faſling, and 
disfiguring their Faces, that they might 
appear to faſt mote rigorouſly than others 
did; in ſhort, all ſuch Acts of Mortif 
cation as had the Appearance of Holineſs 
and Devotion, muſt be highly approved of 
by them. | n 
Indeed, in their firſt Beginnings, they 
were great Pretenders to theſe Things 


themſelves. Then the Sin of wearing even 
decent Apparel, and ſuch as befitted Peoples 
Circumſtances and Conditions in Life, was 


grievouſly exclaimed againſt; and ſome 
of their zealous Diſciples were inſtigated 
by them, to burn their fine Petticoats and 
Velvet Breeches, in a public and ſcandalous 
Manner *. However, theſe Things ſeem 


to be dropped by them at preſent, they 


1 having 


A memorable Story of this Tranſaction is related by 
the Reverend Dr. Chauncey, of Boſton in.New-England ; 
a Gentleman of great Integrity and Ingenuity, who 

'publiſhed a Book which met with very good Acceptance, 
and was of great Service in that Country, in expoſing the 
wild Freaks and Extravagancies of the Methodiſts. 


. 
N found out a much eafier Way to 
dmiration, than by Acts of Penance 
and 12 — | 
The very ſtrict Obſervation of the Sab- 
Sarb, practiſed by the Phariſees and their 
Adherents, muſt like wiſe be quite agreeable 
to them; becauſe it perfect 2 with 
their own Notions and Practices. The 
Truth is, that a mighty Zeal for the Ob- 
"ſervation of Days, external Rites, public 
Worſhi ip, and every other inſtrumental Part 
of Religion, has a dazzling Appearance in 
the Eyes of the Multitude, and is too apt 
to paſs with them for real Godlineſ:: And 
therefore Hypocrites, in all Ages, have never 
failed to ſubſtitute a nd Zeal for theſe 
Things, in the room of true Religion. 
This was complained of by the ancient 
: Prophets ; ; and this our Sauer ſo juſtly 
"Expoſes, and ſo clearly argues againſt, Hitt 
Chriſtians are utterly inexcuſable who fall 
into the ſame groſs and palpable Errors. All 
Extremes, or ſuperſtitious Regards of this 
Kind, which exceed the Bounds of Reaſon 
and Dictates of Common Senſe, (the Rule 
aur Saviour himſelf directs us to judge by) 
will appear, on Examination, to be as real 
'Tablatry, as the Worſhipping of graven 
Images. 
I need ſay nothing of their long Prayers 
and frequent Devotions in public and open 


Places ; becauſe. it is their common and 
. well 
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Known Practice; a Practice,  how- 


ever, that is the Occaſion of 1 RY _ 


and real Misfortune to n 

band and careful Father, oſe CET ind 
Children are withdrawn, at all Hours and 
Seaſons, from their Buſineſs and Duty at 
home, to follow after H lind Guides. And 
for what do they ſo zealouſſy follow theſe 
"Men ? Are they in the leaſt the better for 
it, any more than in their 'own vain Con- 
ceits, and diſordered Imaginations ? If 
they find themſelves the better, in any 


one Inſtance of real Goodneſs, let them give 


God the Praiſe, and go no more after theſe 


"Men ; for it is certain that their Preach- - 
ments have not the leaſt Tendency to make s 


Men either wiſer, or better. 
They are calculated for quite other 


Purpoſes, than to lead Men into mT 


"of Truth and Rigbteouſneſs : They are 
evidentl deſigned to puff them up with 
a vain Conceit of themfelves ; to ſeaſon 
their Minds with Error and Bipotry ; to 
inſpire them with an uncharitable Spirit of 


Cenſoriouſneſs and bitter Zeal. Theſe 


Effects they have already notoriouſly pro- 
*duced, and they are the true and genuine 


Effects of ſuch Preachments; and no better, 


in the Nature of Things, can be expected 
from them. And therefore as they have 
imbibed ſo large a ſhare of this EA 
'the Phariſees, they Tra any Juſtice 
b find 


{ 
find fault with them; but muſt acquieſce 
in their whole Character, as bearing the 
neareſt Reſemblance poſſible, to their own 
pFpirit and Conduct. 5 
| Theſe ſeveral Inſtances our Saviour gives 
of the Offentation of the Phariſees, for 
which he brands them as Hypocrites, and 
warns his Diſciples to beware of them, 
and not to follow their Examples; but to 
rform their religious Duties in a quite 
different Manner, with that Silence and 
Secrecy, as not to let their Left Hand know 
what their Right Hand doth. Our Saviour 
bore ſo great a Diſlike to Hypocriſy in all 
the Forms and Semblances of it, that he 
expreſſed a more favourable Opinion, and 
entertained better Hopes of the moſt looſe 
and profligate Part of Mankind, than he 
did of ſuch ſpecious Hypocrites who thought 
very highly of themſelves, and were de- 
firous of being eſteemed by others the 
diſtinguiſhed Favourites of Heaven. 
And fince our Saviour has teſtified fo 
great Diſlike even againſt the bare Imitation 
of theſe People; Chriftians, who are de- 
firous of approving themſelves to him as 
his rue Diſciples, ought ſurely. to pay a 
particular Regard to his Injunctions in this 
Point, and not to tread in the Steps of 
thoſe Men, who were fo. obnoxibus and 
offenſive to him: And they will do this, 
if they have any right Senſe of their Duty 
| to 
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to him: For it is not without the higheſt 
| Reaſon that he has laid theſe Injunctions 
on them. Hypocriſ is not only à very 
_ odious, but a — malignant N miſ- 
chievous Vice, contagious in its Nature, 
and hurtful in its Conſequences: : And 

therefore we ought to keep at the utmoſt” 
Diſtance from it, and hore: it as we would 
the Plague, or any infectious and raging 
Diſtemper; for ſuch indeed it is to the 
Soul, and as deſtructive as the other is to 
the Body. 

No the Evil of this Vice of Hy ey” 
lads to confiſt in this, that thote who 
practiſe it, aim to raife themſelyes a higher 
Character than can reaſonably belong to 
an "Human Creature. They are not con- 
tefited with the Reputation of 539 
eſteemed honeſt, juſt, beneficent aid 
Men; which is the higheſt Character Fire 
can be aſcribed to any of the Human Race, 
and muſt be underſtood in 4 very limited 

Senſe, when applied to the moſt deſervin 
But the Hypocrite aſpires to ſomething * 
beyond theſe Virtues, and would be thought 
to have attained to higher Degrees of Per- 
fettion and Sancłity, than what moral Good- 
"neſs can exalt Men to. If we would en- 
quire what this Perfection conſiſts in, or 
what peculiar Excellencies he really poſ- 
ſeſſes beyond the morally good Man; we 
cannot wonder that we find little rational 


Satisfaction 
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Satisfaction in this Epquicy's ; ſince he is: 
always as far exalted above Regſam as he 
is ahove Morality. But however .the real. 


3 Excellencies of e Hypocrite may Jude one; 
„ ſtricteſt Search, his. wicked 1 
Y acquiring Dominion over the Faith and. 
NH ; Conſciences of Men are too apparent, to 


be long concealed ; and what is, greatly to 

b be lamented, . in theſe unjuſt Deſigns he 
23 rarely fails of Succeſs, 

& For ſo great is the Weakneſs. of Human 
1 Kind, and ſo apt are we to be captivated 
Ell by external Show; that an auſtere ſolemn 
Behaviour, and a warm Profeſſion of Zeal 
in the Cauſe of Religion, ſeldom fail — | 
raiſe our Admiration, and ie earneſt 


| Affections. This Weakneſs DENY 
[ Frame, the pocrite = Tons 7 | 
| a addreſſes OE all the Arts of feigned Piety; 


till he has raiſed the Paſſions of N 95 
ſuch an improper Degree, as to 
better of their Underſtandings: An *. 
81 the Dictates of Reaſon and nt = 
| + (as in this State of Deluſion NG rather 
F contemned than. conſulted, Mw A 
FP | be too groſs for Men to fall into; every | 
| | Thing 1 implicitly believed TENT 
| from 2 INS ired Leaders, and NN de- 
4 cerving Hypacrite himſelf becomes in a 
= i. Manner gel. 
1 ; This Idoliaing of Mankind, or thinking 
4 more bughly than we * to think, ease 
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of ourſelves or other Men, is utterly pro- 


hibited in Scripture, is inconſiſtent with all 
rational Sentiments, and very deſtructive 
of true Religion. Are not even good Men 
(for whom we ought to have @ proper Re- 
gard and Eſteem) Men of lite Paſſions, i. e. 
table to the ſame Imperfections and Frailties 
with ourſelves? And therefore to over- rate 
their Goodneſs, as if they were abſolutely 
perfect; or to think of them with that 
diſtant Aue, as if they were ſomething 
more than mortal, is proſtituting our Rea- 
fon to a fond and fooliſh Imagination. 

Our Saviour has commanded us to call 
no Man upon Earth Father or Maſter. By 
which he undoubtedly means, that we 
ſhould not pay an undue Regard to any 
Man, let his Station be ever ſo high, or his 
Character ever ſo good. We ſhould ac- 


knowledge no fallible Man, or Number 
of Men our Maſters, in ſo abſolute a Senſe 


as to give up our Reaſon to them, or place 
an implicit Confidence in them. The 
Reaſon of this is plain, becauſe Men are but 
Men, liable to be deceived themſelves, and 
to be influenced by ſuch Motives, as may 
induce them to deceive others: And there- 
fore this ſervile Submiſſion to them would 
greatly enſlave the Mind, be deſtructive of 
Chriſtian Liberty, and ſubject us to very 
groſs Deception. 8 
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What can we ſay. then to thoſe Men, 
who, contrary to ſo much divine Admo- 
nition as is given in Scripture, ſuffer them- 
ſelves to be deceived by amereoutward Form 
of Gadlineſs? Certainly they muſt be very 
much wanting in a proper Attention to 
thoſe frequent Cautions, our Saviour and 
his Apoſtles have given them. They have 
taught us to judge of Men, not by their 
external Piety, outward Profeſſions, or 
great Zeal for Religion; but by their 
moral Condudt ; their Humility, Charity, 
Meekneſs, Patience, and other manifeſt 
Chriſtian Virtues. _ | 
It is true that Men cannot be morally 
ood without Piety. We muſt not only 
five righteouſly. and foberly, but go alle 
in the World. There can indeed be no 
ſuch Thing as Religion without Piety: But 
then the ſame may be ſaid of this internal 
Diſpoſition we call Piety, as is ſaid by St. 
James of Faith; that it muſt be 1 
by Works. Faith is an internal Act of the 
Mind, whereby we believe and truſt in 
Gad, and fo is a conſiderable Part of Piety 
itſelf. Now, as theſe internal Affections 
and Diſpoſitions of the Mind, are known to 
God only, we can be no proper Judges of 
them: And therefore for us to conclude 


that thoſe Perſons, who are aQtuated by 


abundance of flaming Zeal, and who make 
high Profeſſions of Love to God, and Concern 


for 


For 515 Honour and 124% are, for this 
Reaſon, pious and godly Men, is a very rafb 
_ Concluſion, and cannot be warranted. 92 
ſound Judgment. {WH 
This indeed, it muſt be econ 
is drawing nigh to God with tl Mouth, and 
Bonour ing him with their Lips: But that r heir 
Hearts are right with him, muſt have other 
Proofs, and Proofs of a very different 
Nature from theſe ; for if we adhere” 2 
the Rules of our Saviour in forming our 
Judgment, we ſhall conclude: that this 
extravagant Shew of Zeal, rather denotes 
Falſe than true Piety. So ut Was eee 6 
underſtood by Lim, who perfectly 
what was in Man. And if we 3 a 
proper Uſe of thoſe Inſtructions, which are 
plentifully afforded us in the Chriſtian Re- 
velation, we ſhall be ſufficiently guarded | 
againſt the Seductions of Error * wt 


a of Quality of Men's Zeal will in a 
great Meaſure — whether it be of 
the right Kind, or not; whether they are 
guided by a Spirit of Truth, or under the 
Power of” Delon. If their Zeal be in- 
temperate and violent, it is a plain Indi- 
cation of bad Principles and Deſigns: But 
if, on the other Hand, it be temperate 
and calm, kept under the due Government 

of Reaſon, and exerciſed about ſuch Things 
as are really and intrinſically good, and 
2 of 


1 86 31 
of the greateſt Importance; it is then of 
the right Kind, ſuch as it ought to be. 
and ſuch as St. Paul commends when he 
tells us, that 7 7s good to be Sealoyſly affeed 


always in a good Thing. 


ae thus largely treated the firſt Part 


of my Subject, concerning Oftentation in 


Religion, which I have underſtood to be on 
firſt and principal Prognoſtic of Hypocriſy, I 
ſhall proceed to what remains: but be- 
fore I do this, ſhall attempt, in few Words, 
to draw the oppoſite Character of the up- 
right and good Man; and the rather, be- 
cauſe in my Second Part I ſhall have no 
articular View to the Mer bhodiſis, but 


eave them with others, who may be 


guilty of the like Crimes, 0 their own 


Reflections. 


By the following ſhort, Pee it 
will appear, that there is a vaſtt Difference 
between the truly good Man, and the de- 
Signing Hypocrite, who affects to be thought 
better than he is, or better than he poſſibly 
can be. 

The filent Virtuzs which 1 4 


good Man, do not indeed ſtrike the Be- 


e with Wonder and Surprize, like 
the falſe Glare of the Hypocrite; but they 
nevertheleſs are greatly approved, and 
highly commended, by the wiſeſt and beſt 
Men. Piety, Humility, Charity, Meekneſs, 
Temperance, and other Virtues, which are 
efjential 
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eſſential to a good Man, are not apt to 
aſtoniſh by any ſurprizing Effects; but 
they gain the Love and Eſteem of rea- 
ſonable Men, and create inward Peace and 
Satisfaction in the Minds of thoſe, who 
ſincerely practiſe tem. 
The good Man's Character, therefore, 
rather pleaſes by its Decency and Propriety, 
than raiſes Admiration by its Noiſe and 
endour. His Virtues are calm, even and 
rational ; and his Mind always humble, 
under a Senſe of his Defects. To be proud 
of his Virtues, he thinks a perfect Con- 
tradiction, and that, of all Pride, Spiritual 
Pride is moſt unbecoming a Chriſtian. He 
ſtudiouſly avoids all Oftentation and Sbew, 
and ſhuns the Applauſes of Men, as a 
moſt pernicious Evil. | 

His Piety is unaffected, ſerene, and com- 
poſed, ſuited to the Object of his Adora- 
tion, the God of Peace and Love. It does 
a ſwell his Mind with Raprures, and 

rate merely on his Imagination; but is 
— by his Regſon, purifies his Heart 
from ſelfiſh Paſſions, and enlarges his 
Charity. 

This is the Character of the truly pious 
and good Man; a Character lovely in it- 
ſelf, and acceptable to Gd; and ſuch as 
will not fail to be rewarded by him, when 
be ſhall ſend his Son with the holy Angels, to 
judge the World in Righteouſneſs. | 

FART 
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PART the SECOND. 
45 "Of Hypocrify.” : 5 


N the” firſt Part of this Diſcourſe ' on 
Hypocriſy, 1 obſerved that it conſiſted 

of two Things; an oftentatious Shew of 
Religion, and a baſe and w en 
the Truths of it. 

It is the latter of theſe that I come now 
to handle: And as, in my former Part, I 
made the Precepts and Inſtructions of our 
bleſſed Saviour my Rule and Guide, I ſhall 
do the ſame in this, being well ſatisfied that 
I cannot elſewhere make fo good a Choice. 
Some Divines, whohave wrote on the Subje& 
of Hypocriſy, and treated it with great Pro- 
lixity, but have not immediately conſulted 
the Scriptures, chuſing rather to tread in the 
Footfteps of other Writers, have not been 
very happy in their Explanations of it, and 


Concluſions about it: And 1 believe: no 


Writer upon the Subje& will afford near 
ſo much Information and Satisfaction, to 
an ingenuous Mind, as may be received 
by reading over the Goſpels of Jeſus Chrift, 
with an upright View to collect what is 
there wr clearly and conciſely ſaid con- 


cerning this Vice. 
Let us then go on to examine when our 
Saviour ſays The wilt this Part of Hy- 
corrupting of true 
| Religion, 


pocriſy, viz. The wil 
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Religion, and teaching for Doctrines the 
Commandments of Men. | | 

The general Senſe. of the Word, as it 
is uſed by him, includes in it, not only a 
counterfeit Pretence to Godlimeſs, but all 
Kinds of Fraud and Impoſition carried on 
under Colour of Religion. Thus in the 
23d of St. Matthew, our Lord fixes the 
Brand of Hypocriſy upon the Scribes and 
Phariſees, for their introducing into Re- 
ligion a great Numbes of Corruptions and 
Abuſes, both by their Doctrines and Ex- 
amples: They deceived and miſguided the 
People in many important Inſtances, as we 
may there read; for which our Saviour de- 


nounces Moes againſt them, and ſtiles them 


Hypacrites, giving us hereby to under- 
ſtand, that every wilful Perver/ion of true 


* 


Religion comes under the Denomination 


of Hypocriſy. | | | 
So that, according to this Notion of it, 
Hypocriſy may be found to be a more ge- 
neral Vice than is commonly imagined : 
Not that all Errors and Miſtakes about 
Religion are to be conſtrued in this Senſe 
(for then Hypocriſy muſt no longer be 
looked upon as a Crime, but as an un- 
avoidable Misfortune, which all Men are, 
more or leſs, liable to, and involved in;) 
but the ae e in this, that thoſe 
only can be juſtly charged with Hypoerify, 
who wilfully and obſtinately prope — 
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Error, and perſiſt in it, in direct Oppòſition 


to the Light of Nature and Conſcience ; 
or to the Light of Revelation, and the in- 
dubitable Truths therein contained. . 
For Example: The Heathens were guilty 
of Hypocriſy in their idolatrous Practices, 
falling down before Stocks and Stones, and 
worſhipping and ſerving the Creature more 
than the Creator, bleſſed for ever! likewiſe 
in their barbarous and inhuman Rites of 
facrificing to their Idols, even their own 
Offspring ; and committing many horrid 
Impieties and Immoralities, condemned by 
the Light of Nature. 

The Fews were guilty of this Vice, when 
they- ran counter to the divine Precepts 
and Commands they had received by Re- 
velation, and which had the Sanction of 
the Law of Nature, to ſupport and confirm 
them. I mean, particularly, thoſe Com- 
mands and Precepts which reſpected their 
moral Behaviour ; for which only they are- 
blamed when they departed from them. 

Chriſtians, in like Manner, are ſtill more 
culpable when they commit the ſame 
Faults, becauſe they have much leſs to 
plead in their Behalf than the Jews had. 
They were enjoined many Rites and Cere- 
monies by divine Command, and therefore 
might ſuppoſe them to be Matters of great 
Weight and Importance in Religion; tho 
indeed they were frequently advertiſed . 

2 3 the 


the contrary. But Chritians, when they 
forſake 5 plain Laws and Duties of che 2 
Religion, and ſubſtitute other Things in 
- the Room of them, have not the leaſt 
Excuſe or Pretence for ſo doing, -* 1 
Now, as all theſe Corruptions and Abuſes 
in Religion, which are, and have been 
invented and practiſed by Heathens, Feros, 
and Chriſtians, from the Beginning of the 
World to this Day, proceed from one and 
the ſame Cauſe, viz. the neglecting to 
make uſe of their own Reaſon and Under- 
Panding, in the Buſineſs of Religion, and 
blindly ſubmitting themſelves, under ſome 
Pretence or another, to the Guidance of 
other Men; ſuch implicit Believers are 
running apace into Hypocriſy, and muſt 
certainly end in it : And all ſuch bold and 
confident Pretenders to be the Directors of 
other Men's Conſciences, and the DiRators 
of their Religion, who teach and inſinuate 
that Reaſon is a uſeleſs and dangerous 
Guide, and ought not at all Times, and 
on all Occaſions, to be attended to; I ſhall 
not ſcruple to pronounce that they are, in 
this Matter at leaſt, moſt 4are-faced Hy- 
pocrites; and have as evident a Defign to 
miſlead Men, as one who ſhould undertake 
to direct another in the Way, and at the 
ſame Time perſuade him to put out his 
Eyes. It will be aſked then, (as it com- 
monly is on this Argument) Of what Ne- 
| | __ ceſltty 


Un: 
ceſſity or Advantage is Revelation? I an- 
ſwer, Very great, as an Aſiſtant to Reaſon, 
not as an Extinguiſber of it; which are 
two Things as different as Light and 
Darkneſs. ah ord 
But here I foreſee, that the Advocates 
for implicit Faith will vent themſelves (as 
their uſual Manner is) in bitter and re- 
proachful Exclamations. What Pride! 
« what Preſumption! what Arrogance 
„ is this! for Men to exalt their own 
« weak Reaſon at this Rate! and, as it 
« were, to make an Jol of it!“ But 
ſoft Let us not be ſcared with big Words, 
which have Sound in them indeed, but 
are utterly void of Senſe and Meaning: 
For, let them bluſter as much as they pleaſe, 
Reaſon is by no means a Companion for 
fuch Inmates; nor did Pride ever creep 
into tbar Heart where Reaſon was predo- 

minant, unleſs it firſt got the Maſtery, by 
kicking it, as I may ſay, out of Doors. 
That Man who is guided by. his Reaſon 
will never find any Reaſon to be proud, or 
ſelf- conceited, in any Matter. It is the 
very Reverſe of this, it is Ignorance, that 
introduces theſe Vices into the Mind. Te 
know not, therefore, what they ſay, nor 
whereof they affirm, who abuſe Reaſon in 
this ſnameful Manner, and repreſent it in 
ſo falſe and hideous a Light. But to pro- 
ceed. | | | 


The 
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The Cbriſtian Revelation cannot be too 
much commended, if we conſider it in its 
pure and primitive State, as it was firſt 

promulgated, and free from the Corrup- 
tions and Abuſes, which have ſince obſcured 
and debaſed it. This excellent Religion 
teaches no other Doctrines than what are 
approved by the Light of Nature; it has diſ- 
charged Men from all Ceremonial Obliga- 
tions, and ſhewed them the Folly, Un- 
profitableneſs, and. even Wickedneſs, of 
theſe Things, when turned to ſuperſtitious 
Uſe, or confided in for Salvation. 2215 

The Sum of this Religion conſiſts in an 
humble and unaffected Piety towards God, 
and a ſincere and extenſive Cbarity to Men. 
Love is the Fulfilling of the whole Chri- 
tian Lau: All the Precepts contained in 
it are comprehended in this one expreſſive 
Mord. Nothing therefore can be more 

ſimple, leſs liable to be abuſed, or miſ- 
underſtood, than the Doctrines of Chri- 
_ are: And from the Plainneſs and 
Simplicity of this excellent Religion this 
great Advantage ariſes, that whenever it 
is corrupted by the Devices of Men, thoſe 
Corruptions are eaſily detected, and the 
Fravds and Impoſitions of Men diſtin- 
guiſhed from genuine Chriſtianity. As there 
is not one true, genuine, fundamental Doc- 
trine of Chriſtianity, that has any Tendency 
in it to create Diſputes and Contentions. 
G 2 | but 
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but all of them are calculated to promote 
Love, Peace, Genileneſa, Patience; Meek- 

nefs, and every other amiable and bene- 
volent Di tion of Mind: So every Doc- 
trine which tends to divide Mankind; all 
doubtful and abftruſe Points, which na- 
tacally raiſe Diſputes and Animoſities, and 
fet Men at Variance amongſt themſelves; 
have either no Foundation at all in Chri- 


Hiunity, or are widely diſtinct m the 


important Truths of it. 
How then can we a fo thei in- 


Gore Diſcords and Diſſentions that have 


ariſen amongſt Chriſtians, and divided 
them into ſo many Parties and Factions, 
that barely to enumerate them, and relate 
their ſtrange and inconſiſtent Tenets, would 
be almoſt an impoſſible Taſk ? Certainly 
Chriſtianity has ſtrongly guarded againſt 
theſe Diſſentions and: Diviſions; not 

ſetting up an infallihle Judge of Contro- 
verſy, and obliging all Chriſtians to ſubmit 
to him; nor by giving Power to any Set 
of Men to frame Opinions of their own, 
and impoſe them on the reſt of Mankind: 


Theſe are Methods of e ne, 


amongſt Chriſtians, which come far ſhort 
of obtaining their End. On the contrary, 
they have notoriouſly ſerved to foment Di- 
viſions, and occaſion moſt bloody and cruel 


Conteſts. But the Method which Chri- 


 frianity propoſes is indeed infallible ; and 


that 


( & 1] 


that is, by uniting Chriſtians in a cordial 


Affection to one another. This is the 


grand Object that ee has in View. 


To this all its Laws and Precepts, all its 
Admonitions, Inſtructions, and Exhorta- 


tions, have a direct and proper Tendency ; - 


as may be abundantly proved from the 
whole Tenor of the Goſpel Revelation. 


From this ſhort View of Chriſtianity we 


are naturally led to this obvious Remark, 
That true Chriſtanity is a very diſtinct 
Thing from what it is repreſented to be 
by Party Leaders; that thoſe Men who 


lay the Streſs of Religion on Party-Di- 


ſtinctions, and condemn others who do not 
embrace their Sentiments, or do not pro- 
feſs them with ſo much Zeal as they do, 
are guilty of a fooliſʒ Partiality at leaſt, if 
not of groſs eue St. James, in his 
Deſcription of true Religion tells us, That 
the Wiſdom which is from above is without 
Partiality, and without Hypocriſy ; inti- 
mating, that there is a near Connection 
betwixt this Human Weakneſs, which the 
Apoſtle calls Partiality, (and which in mo- 


dern Language is not improperly called 


Bigotry) and Hypocriſy itſelf. It is indeed 
notorious, that a partial Fondneſs for peculiar 
Doctrines and Practices, invented by Men 
to ſerve ſelf-intereſted Deſigns, warmly 
prompts them, and even lays the Obli- 
gation of Conſcience upon them, to commit 
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[ 46 } 
the moſt vile and abominable Acts ef Hy- 
pocriſy. 45101 e e 
Hence all the unjuſtifiable Artifices, and 
pious Frauds, frequently practiſed by Party 
Zealots to propagate falſe Opinions, to draw 
Men into Error, and to excite a bitter Zeal 
in them againſt the Truth; whereby they 
become full of invineible Prejudice, and 
are inſtigated to hate both the Perſons and 
Principles of the wiſeſt and beſt Men: 
And thus, by Degrees, they arrive at that 
incurable State of ; Blindneſs, which our 
Saviour deſcribes, ſaying, Let them alone, 
they be.blind Leaders of the Blind: And if 
the Blind lead the; Blind, both ſhall fall into 
tbe Dl. | 

Thus I have conſidered. that Species. of 
Hypocriſy which our Saviour frequently in- 
veighs againſt, and which conſiſts in a1. 
full perverting the Truths of Religion; 
ſuch Truths as are either taught by the 
Light of Nature, or are revealed by the 
Will of God. Theſe Truths are in them- 
ſelves plain, intelligible, and rational; but, 
in the Hands of deſigning Men, are de- 
baſed and ſet at nought, or obſcured and 
rendered uſeleſs. | | N 

But the Errors of Mankind, ſimply con- 
ſidered, are the leaſt Part of their Wick- 
edneſs: For who can ſay that he is free 
from Error? Not the wiſeſt, moſt learned, 
or moſt upright Man that ever lived, = 

| boa 
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boaſt of this; nor are the largeſt collective 
Bodies of Men exempted from it; not even 
thoſe who pretend to Tnfallibility. We live 
here in a World of Ignorance; and the beſt 
that can be ſaid of the 5% Men, or the beſt 
Party of Men in it, is, that they are the 
freeſt from Error, that they are the teat 
corrupted. 

Men will not therefore be condemned 
for Errors only, but for the Wickedneſs 
of their Actions conſequent upon them. 
Very groſs and abſurd Errors may be in- 
nocent in Speculation : But when the Pha- 
rifaical Leaven of Malice and Wickedneſs 
has been infuſed into the Minds and Tem- 
pers of Men, and filled them with Envy, 
Strife, Uncharitableneſs, and every evil Work; 
then it is that Error becomes ſinful, and 
falls under the Apoſtolical Cenſure of be- 
ing damnable Hereſy. 

We may conclude then, that there is 
great Folly and Wickedneſs in this Kind 
of 'Hypocriſy, which conſiſts in wilfully per- 
verting the true Religion, by teaching for 
Doctrines the Commandments of Men; ſub- 
ſtituting in the Room of that Religion 
which God bimſelf hath taught, both by 
the Light of Nature and Revelation, Doc- 
trines and Precepts of mere human In- 
vention; which are ſo far from having any 
real Goodneſt in them, that they oftentimes 
prom the Bane and Deſtruction of all Good- 


neſs 


(7.40: 1+ : 

neſs. They are apt to inſpire Men with 
bitter Zeal, to root out Chriſtian Charity, 
and to fill them with Malice and Hatred to 
one another: And whenever this is the 
Caſe, it is a certain Proof that the Docu- 
ments of Men are' more regarded than the 
Laws of God. Pure Religion, and undefiled 
before God and the Father, commends itſelf, 
to the Conſciences of Men: it is calculated 
to promote the particular and univerſal 
Good and Happineſs 'of Mankind, and 
therefore needs no more than to be fairly 
propounded, in order to be thankfully re- 
ceived by reaſonable Creatures, and cer- 


tainly will be ſo where-ever Prejudices are 


removed. | 

But the Doctrines and Schemes deviſed 
by Men have none of theſe Advantages. 
They are ſo far from commending them- 
ſelves to the Conſciences of Men, that Con- 
ſcience mult be violently forced, either by 
falſe Terrors, or real Puniſhments, to ſub- 
a mit to them. All the Arts of Fraud and 
Hypocriſy are practiſed to gild them over, 
and all inſufficient to make them general 
received : But ſtill there will 3 


of Infidelity; and no Wonder: For how is 


the general Good promoted by abſurd and 
narrow Schemes of Religion? Do not ſuch 
Schemes manifeſtly tend to divide and 
oppreſs Mankind, and ſo add greatly to the 
Weight of Human Miſeries ? And can any 
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one reaſonably believe that Almi * Gad, 


the moſt beneficent and beſt of Beings, 
who has diſplayed his immenſe Goodneſs thro' 
the whole Creation, can be the Author of 
a' Revelation, which renders the Condition 
of Mankind more miſerable than it would 
otherwiſe be? Men muſt : renounce their 
en and turn Atbeiſts, to believe 

$1 9 1 = . 
And therefore a pretended Revelation 
from God, not calculated ſor the general 


* 


Good, but to ſerve private Ends; a Re- 
velation which is ſuppoſed to impower Men 
to exerciſe Dominion over | the Faith and 
Conſciences of others, which the Apoſtles, 
great as their Commiſſion was, never pre- 


tended to do; in a Word, a Revelation 


which countenances the moſt horrid Im- 


fitions, and cruel Perſecutions, can never 
6 from God, whatever Men's Pretences 


et them dreſs up this Religion in all 


the Pomp and Pride of Learning, fetched 
from the moſt renowned Schools of /ubzile 
Divinity ; let them plead venerable Anti- 
quity, Catholick Conſent, Divine.and Hu- 
man Authority, or whatever elſe they pleaſe, 
in Behalf of this Religion ; yet the Man of 
common Underſtanding, who has not loſt 
his Reaſon in a Cloud of Obſcurity, will 
readily pronounce, that zheſe are the Doc- 
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if Men plead the Neceſſity, or Expe- 
diency, of Human Doctrines and Inventions 
in Religion, in order to quicken and en» 
force Obedience to it; let them conſider - 
that this is ſetting their Wiſdom in Com- 
petition with God's. Beſides, it is not true 
that Religion ſtands in need of any ſuch 
foreign” _ The 2 certainly 
knew in what Manner Religion would 
beſt be propagated; and they deſpiſed the 
- Thought of making uſe of any mean Ar- 
ti ces in ſo important a Concern, which 
would rather expoſe than recommend Re- 
ligion. St. Paul ſays, in Behalf of himſelf 
and the reſt ' of the Apoſiles, We have re- 
nounced the hidden Things of Diſhoneſty, not 
walking in Craſtineſi, nor bandling the Word 
of God decertfully, but by. ' Mantfeftation of 
the Truth, commend ourſelves to every Man's 
Conſcience in the Sight | of God. This Plea, 
therefore, of the Neceſſity, or Expediency, 
of practifing Fraud or Impoſition, in order 
to enforce Religion, is without: any juſt 
Feanor of TION 
Honeft Deſigns are always beſt promoted 
by honeſt Means. But when Men have ill 
Deſigns in View, which are not confiſtent 
with pure Religion; when they have ſo 
far corrupted the true Religion, as to teach 
fer Dofirines the Commandments of Men; 
| 3 and 


and their Religion, conſequently, has ne 


ſurer Foundation than that of Human Wiſe 


dum, it will ſtand in great Need of Human 


7 


Art for its Support. 


This weak and ſandy Foundation do 


Men build upon, who frame Religion by 


their awn Models; ſuited, perhaps, to the 


Maxims of Carnal Policy; but very incon- 
ſiſtent with te Wiſdom that is from above : 
For the Wiſdom of Men ts Fookſhneſs with 
God; and it is written, that be taketh the 
Wiſe in their own Craftineſs. | 
How. very applicable (we may obſerye 
by the Way) theſe Words ſeem to be, at 
this Juncture, to a certain famous Society 
of Men, renowned throughout the World 
for their great Political and Religious Craft. 
Wrapped in the manifold Devices of their 
own cunning Artifices, they ſaid, no doubt, 
in their Hearts, that 20 Eye ſhould ſee 
them, no Evil ſhould hunt them out. But 
howare they fallen, and ſuddenly caſt down, 
by that Almighty Power which turneth the 
Counſel of wiſe Men backward, and maketh 


their Knowledge fookſh! Not that we con- 


clude from hence, that the Feſuits are the 
worſt, and moſt degenerate, Part of the 
Romiſh Church : For as ſo many Corrup- 
tions have been introduced into that Reli- 
gion, as to have rendered it little better than 
a mere Compound of political and pious 
Craft; they can only be ſaid to have en- 
5 | - tered 
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ſtill have gone on with Applauſe: But this | 
Leſſon may undoubtedly be learnt from 
them; a Leſſon which has been long re- 
ceived as an eſtabliſhed Maxim, though too 
little regarded in the World, that Honefty 
15 the beſt Policy. ; 
Let no Man, therefore, g/ory in Men : 
For whatever Succeſs the wilful Corrupters 
of Religion may meet with in this World, 
the Crime is heinous in itſelf, and will 
expoſe them to the Wrath of God. In 
vain do they worſhip God, ſays our Saviour, 
teaching for Dofrines the Commandments 


of Men. 
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